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No. 1

XIIIIIIIIY 

9-v-+-+-m0 

9+-+-+-Tl0 

9-+-+K+-+0 

9+-+-+-+-0 

9-+-+-+N+0 

9+-+-+-+-0 

9-+-+p+-+0 

9+-+-+-+-0 

xiiiiiiiiy
White to move and draw
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White’s king and knight block lines for white’s 
own rook. So how can he stop the black pawn?

1.Kf7! Ee5! White isn’t afraid of black 
queening in this position: 1...e1=I 2.Cf6! Ih1 
3.Gxh7+ and a draw. 

2.Cxe5 e1=I 3.Kf8! Threatening 4.Cf7+ and 
so on. 

3…Ixe5. Nor can black win with 3...Ib4+ 
4.Ge7 Ef5 (4...Ib8+ 5.Ge8) 5.Cg6+! Exg6 and 
stalemate. 

4.Gg8+!! That was unexpected!
XIIIIIIIIY 

9-+-+-MRm0 

9+-+-+-+l0 

9-+-+-+-+0 

9+-+-w-+-0 

9-+-+-+-+0 

9+-+-+-+-0 

9-+-+-+-+0 

9+-+-+-+-0 

xiiiiiiiiy

4…Exg8. Stalemate.
Author E. Somov-Nasimovich, 1927
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No. 2

XIIIIIIIIY 

9-+-+-+-+0 

9+-+-+-+-0 

9-+-+-+-+0 

9+-+-+-+-0 

9-+-zP+-+0 

9+-+p+-+-0 

9-+-+-Tlz0 

9+-+-M-+k0 

xiiiiiiiiy
White to move and draw
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White’s position looks hopeless: 1.Gf8? Kg1 
2.Gh8 Exe4! and white can resign.

But there is a solution:
1.Gf4!! Kg1 2.Gh4 Exe4! It’s a simple draw 

after 2...h1=I 3.Gxh1+ Exh1 4.e5 Ed5 5.Kd2 Ec4 
6.e6!, and the black pawns die.

3.Gxe4 h1=I 4.Gg4+ Kh2+ 5.Kf2 Kh3.
Black has avoided getting mated and is ready to 

celebrate victory…
When suddenly: 6.Gh4+!! 

XIIIIIIIIY 

9-+-+-+-+0 

9+-+-+-+-0 

9-+-+-+-+0 

9+-+-+-+-0 

9-+-z-+-T0 

9+-+p+-+k0 

9-+-+-M-+0 

9+-+-+-+q0 

xiiiiiiiiy

6…Kxh4. Mirror stalemate!
Author H. Mattisons, 1918 (position after 

black’s 2nd move)


