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This book aims to give you a full 
repertoire against open Sicilians 
with 2...e6. Although I wrote it in 
first person, it is a joint effort by me  
– with a solid experience with both 
colours, and Semko Semkov, who is 
a life-long supporter of the Black’s 
cause and co-author of the best-
selling The Most Flexible Sicilian. 
It proved to be a herculean task be-
cause of the fluid centre and the 
many transpositional possibilities. 
At times we thought we had reached 
an impasse, trying to crush those ul-
tra solid structures, but then a dim 
light appeared. This dim light often 
led us to new ways and the bulk of 
the book is based on original ana
lysis.

In all honesty, we do not want to 
claim that such a beast of an open-
ing like the ...e7-e6 Sicilian can be 
refuted. We just relied on our own 
chess instincts and powerful com-
puters to reassess latest tourna-
ment praxis and anticipate as much 
as possible future developments.

The underlying logic of this 
work is simple: Attack when you 
can, squeeze when you cannot! 
We chose the modern set-up with 
Bc1-e3 and Qd1-f3 in the Taimanov, 

as the English Attack has run out 
of steam (Aleksander Delchev and 
Semko himself played a great role 
in this with their previous works). It 
is strategically very rich, as it com-
bines ideas ranging from aggressive 
pawn storms to endings that might 
arise after the manoeuvre Qf3-g3. 
Contrary to what most people think, 
Sicilian endings are not always bet-
ter for Black! The dark-squared 
complex on the queenside becomes 
weak without queens, and White’s 
king is close to the battlefield.
Of course, Black does not have to 
oblige and he could keep the queens, 
but only at the cost of concessions.  
Commonly he will need to compro-
mise his kingside in order to repel 
our queen from g3 by ...h5-h4.

The Kan is even more flexible than 
the Taimanov, and we decided on 
a complicated positional-attack-
ing treatment built around 5.c4. It 
bears the seal of approval of World 
Champions Carlsen and Anand. 
White tries to grasp complete con-
trol of the centre in this line, hop-
ing to see a Hedgehog formation. 
We have developed an almost un-
explored very aggressive set-up 
against it:

Foreword from Kotronias

Dear reader,
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XIIIIIIIIY

9r+-+k+-tr0

9+lwqnvlpzpp0

9pzp-zppsn-+0

9+-+-+-+-0

9-zPPsNPzP-+0

9+-sNQ+-+-0

9PvL-+L+PzP0

9tR-+-+RmK-0

xiiiiiiiiy

This is not really a Hedgehog, but 
only a poor Black’s attempt to reach 
it, as he might not live that long af-
ter Rac1, g4, Nd5!.
Against the Keres Attack, we also 
offer a surprising approach:
1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 
Nf6 5.Nc3 d6 6.g4! h6
XIIIIIIIIY

9rsnlwqkvl-tr0

9zpp+-+pzp-0

9-+-zppsn-zp0

9+-+-+-+-0

9-+-sNP+P+0

9+-sN-+-+-0

9PzPP+-zP-zP0

9tR-vLQmKL+R0

xiiiiiiiiy

7.Rg1!. We believe that the semi- 
automatic 7.h4 is inaccurate.

Finally, we chose the radical 6.Nxc6 
against the Four Knights, avoiding 
both the Sveshnikov and the an-
noying 6.Ndb5 Bb4 variation. It is 
a good practical choice, as in the re-
sulting pawn structure Black has 
problems with the dark squares and 
he lacks space.
We do sincerely hope that the pre-
sent work will add a valuable wea
pon to your Anti-Sicilian armoury. 
It should keep you ahead in the bat-
tle of theoretical novelties.

Vassilios Kotronias 
Athens, January  2017
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More than a year ago Vassilios pro-
posed to write a book against the 
Taimanov. I was scandalised – how 
he dared to challenge my pet system 
for Black! Still, I politely asked what 
would be his main line and burst 
laughing when heard  his answer – 
the English Attack with Qd2, f3. I 
definitely did not believe in White’s 
prospects there. Then I put on my 
thinking hat and tried to seriously 
step in White’s shoes. Despite the 
time passed, my The Most Flexible 
Sicilian still held its ground. Newer 
publications only seem to confirm 
the soundness of the Taimanov. For 
example, Negi has based a whole 
repertoire on a structure which I 
had always assessed as totally safe 
for Black. He advocates to take on 
c6 and claims that White has some 
play in the arising symmetrical 
pawn formation. To me, it is rock 
solid and I would not spend an hour 
on it, as it would be pure waste of 
time. The first line I looked at in the 
book only confirmed my conviction:  
XIIIIIIIIY

9-+-trk+-tr0

9+-wq-vlpzpp0

9p+p+lsn-+0

9+p+-zp-+-0

9-+-+P+PzP0

9+-sN-vLP+-0

9PzPP+-wQ-+0

9+-mKR+L+R0

xiiiiiiiiy

1.Rxd8+ Qxd8 2.Bh3 Nd7 3.g5 Bxh3 
4.Rxh3 (Negi so far) 4...0-0!=. Black 
has full-fledged counterplay with 
...f6. His game is even easier since 
he lacks weaknesses.

Then I got an insight – we should 
look for gaps in The Most Flexible 
Sicilian and dig there! One weak 
point was the line:
1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 
Nc6 5.Nc3 Qc7 6.Be3 a6 7.Qf3
XIIIIIIIIY

9r+l+kvlntr0

9+pwqp+pzpp0

9p+n+p+-+0

9+-+-+-+-0

9-+-sNP+-+0

9+-sN-vLQ+-0

9PzPP+-zPPzP0

9tR-+-mKL+R0

xiiiiiiiiy
Two years ago this was a very rare 
sideline and I had almost neglec
ted it. But now it is the cutting edge 
and every day we see new important 
games at highest level. 

Another omission was the line:
1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 
a6 5.c4 Nf6 6.Nc3 Bb4 7.Qd3 Nc6 
8.Nxc6 dxc6 9.Qxd8+ Kxd8 10.e5 
Nd7 11.Bf4! It turns out that Black’s 
position is unpleasant and that 
cost Anand a crucial defeat against 
Carlsen (although he could have 
even won at some point!). 

Foreword from Semkov
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XIIIIIIIIY

9r+lmk-+-tr0

9+p+n+pzpp0

9p+p+p+-+0

9+-+-zP-+-0

9-vlP+-vL-+0

9+-sN-+-+-0

9PzP-+-zPPzP0

9tR-+-mKL+R0

xiiiiiiiiy

Anand even took recently White’s 
side in this line (but again, luck was 
not with him!).

Kotronias accepted my advice about 
the direction of his investigation, I 
also got interested by this unusual 
role – to work against Black, and so 
I became a co-author!

You can blame me for any incon-
sistencies you might encounter 
throughout the book, as my inter-
ference was at last instance.  

Semko Semkov 
Sofia, January  2017
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Most Chess Stars books are also available in the interactive electronic for-
mat ForwardChess. It is a free application which presents the books as they 
look in print. Furthermore, it also provides a board which displays the text 
moves or your own analysis. Read more information about Forwardchess 
at:
http://chess-stars.com/Forwardchess.html

Here is the link to the iOS version:
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/forwardchess/id543005909?mt=8

This is the Android version:
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.forwardchess

You can also use Forwardchess on Windows desktops and notebooks 
through the Android emulation from http://www.bluestacks.com/


