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Equality or equal chances
White has a slight advantage
Black has a slight advantage
White is better

Black is better

White has a decisive advantage
Black has a decisive advantage
unclear

with compensation

with counterplay

with initiative

with an attack

with the idea

only move

novelty

a good move

an excellent move
a weak move

a blunder

an interesing move
a dubious move
check

mate






INTRODUCTION

Useful information for our valued readers.

» The book contains the 50 best attacking games from 2012 to 2015.

» The games were selected and analyzed by the authors GM Arkadij Naid-
itsch and GM Csaba Balogh.

» Most of the games are taken from the highest-level tournaments, such
as Wijk aan Zee, FIDE Grand Prix series, Olympiads etc.

» Most of the games are played by top Grandmasters: Carlsen, Anand,
Kramnik, Aronian, Caruana and many, many more of the world’s best

chess-players.

» The games are sorted in chronological order, from 2012 through to 2015.






EDITORIAL PREFACE

We are proud to present our first book in a series of 5 — “The best attacking
games from 2012-2015".

It was very interesting work trying to select and analyse the 50 best games from
the past 4 years: the choice was so wide! We were aiming to find the most in-
teresting, spectacular and, of course, useful attacking ideas which might also
occur in our own practical games.

The main idea behind this book stands out clearly: We try to reduce the im-
portance of opening theory, and rather get inside the workings of the best
chess-playing brains on the planet in an attempt to explain the most complex
attacking ideas in a simple and understandable way to any chess lover.

Another very important point of the book which we are proud of is, we have
not used much ’engine’ assistance during our commentary on the games. We
try to see the game the way we would do in a practical game, which makes
the commentaries very special - which in practice puts the reader fully in the
shoes of the world-class players; this is exactly the best way to improve our
own chess level.

Sadly, nowadays, we have more-and-more computer analyses and we can hear
chess amateurs judging the play even of Carlsen. Yes, you can find tactical
mistakes with an engine at home - but the question is, can you do the same
during your practical game over the board ?! Chess is a game where everyone
is making mistakes - and this is what it is all about in the current book!

We would advise all our readers to take out a real chessboard and enjoy these
beautiful masterpieces. This is how we learned to play chess and this is why
we still enjoy every wonderful game, even after almost 20 years of being pro-
fessional chess players!

Yours,

Arkadij Naiditsch & Csaba Balogh






GAME 1

n

B GAME1

> G. Kamsky (2741)

> Y. Seirawan (2643)
ch-USA 2012 Saint Louis USA (9)
17.05.2012, [B19]
Annotated by Balogh Csaba

Gata Kamsky won a beautiful game
against the Caro-Kann Defense, and
the game is interesting from a theo-
retical point of view as well.

1.e4 ¢6 2.d4 ds

Recently, the Caro-Kann has been
having its best period ever and we
very often encounter this opening,
even at the highest levels. The advance
variation with 3.e5 is White’s favorite
nowadays, but fashion changes from
time to time.

3.2)c3 dxeq 4.2 )xeq4 £155.2)g3 £.g6
6.h4 h6 7.2013 \d7 8.hs £hy 9. £d3
£xd3 10.%Wxd3 e6 11.2d2 Ygf6

12.0-0-0
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12...2e7

This is considered to be the basic po-
sition of the 3.%)c3 line, where White
can choose between 3 big setups.
Black’s other main option — with 12...
W7 followed by o-0—o0 — has gone
out of fashion now.

13.2e4
13.%9b1 and 13. We2 are the two other
approaches.

13...20xe4 14.Wxeq 16 15.%d3 0-0

For Caro-Kann fans I would prob-
ably suggest 15...2)g4. This is how the
big opening expert, Alexey Dreev,
played a few months ago. 16.We2 0-o
The knight is very annoying on g4.
It prevents the typical g4 pawn sacri-
fice, which we will see in our current
game as well. 17.9)e5 & xes 18.dxes
Whe 19.2b1 ££d8 20. g4

z{/
i g/@¢ ////// 4
/ ﬁ

I'\)UU-J>U‘I [ NEEN o]

////////////////////

%@%E% %E

c d e f

-

20...Wbs! This is Black’s defensive re-
source. 21.Wxbs

(If White wants to keep the queens
on the board with 21.c4 Wes 22.f4 bs!
Black creates his counterplay against
the provoked weakness of c4.)
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21...cxbs 22. 2e3 b6 23.c3 Eac8 Black
was more or less fine in Guseinov-
Dreev, Plovdiv 2012. The standard
15...%ds?! is not advisable here 16.c4
Wey because of 17.%b3! bs 18.Ehe1
Wts 19.%)e5! and Black has serious
problems on the queenside.

16.5b1

Preparation for the g4 sacrifice. On
16.g4 a theoretically very important
game was played 2 months ago: 16...
Dxgs 17.Ehg1 Dxf2 18.Wer Hxd1
19. 2xh6 £f6 20. 2xg7 £xg7 21.h6
W6 22, Who

(22.Exg7+ ©h8 23.90g5 Wxhe
24.Bh7+ Wxhy 25.0xhy; Lxhy
26. % hs+ leads to a draw as well.)

22.. Wxf3 23.hxgy Wes+! 24. L

(24.D2xd1 Wxds+ 25.%c1 Wxgr+
26.Wxg1 B fesT)

24..%\c3+! The only way to avoid mate
25.bxc3 Wxgi+! 26.Wxg1 Zfd8 Every-
thing was more or less forced until this
moment. I remember that I was watch-
ing this game live, and both players
were blitzing out the moves until this
moment. This is what we call computer
chess. 27.Wg5 hy 28. W6 Xdy 29.2b2
g8 30.What+ Pxgy 31.Wg3+ A8
32.Wbs+ g7 33. Wes+ 2f8 34.Wbs+
g7 35.Wg3+ 1/2-1/2 Hovhannisyan-
Akopian, Plovdiv 2012.

16...¢5
Black’s main strategy in this open-
ing is to open the position with this

c5 break, and in the endgames (after
the heavy pieces are exchanged on
the d-file) the hs pawn might become
areal weakness. Black has won many
games this way...

17.84!

And this is White’s strategy! He
must launch an attack against the
Black king, which is also very natural
in case of opposite-side castling. Of
course, delivering mate has a higher
value than one pawn. :)

17..2)xg4

Black must accept the sacrifice. Al-
lowing White to play g5 is too dan-
gerous. 17...cxd4 18.g5 hxgs 19. £ xg5
followed by an attack on the g-file.

18.Weo!

Kamsky protects the f2 pawn before
playing ZEhg1. Seirawan reacts with
the first choice of the machine, and
probably they were both still in their
preparation.

18...2h8

Moving out of the way of £xh6 af-
ter 2hg1-Nf6. Another idea could be
18.. b6 to defend the e6 pawn af-
ter 19.Zhg1 f5 but here White plays
the energetic 20.%2)es! & xes 21.dxes—
with huge pressure on the g-file.

19.Zhg1 £)£6 20.dxcs

20. £ xh6 would have been prema-
ture 20...gxh6 21.We3 Hg8 20 Wxh6+
Ahy 23.2e5 W8 Black defends
against the concrete threats and pre-
serves the extra piece.
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20...%Wcy
Black had to escape from the pin on
the d-file.

21.%)es5!

Kamsky brings his pieces into the
attack, but Caro-Kann players know
that Black’s defensive possibilities are
excellent in this opening.

o

21...$xc5?
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21...2ad8! should have been played,
when it is not at all easy to continue
the attack 22.b4 might be the strong-
est move for White, but of course it
has its downside as well.

(22.BEder 2xc5; 22.f4 does not
work with the idea of Wg2 22...
2 xcs The bishop controls the g1
square; 22.2g3 & xc5 23. Edg1 Exd>!
24. % xd2 W xes)

22...a5 23.a3 axb4 24.axb4 followed by
& f4. White’s prospects seem to be
slightly preferable.

22. 2 xh6!! gxh6 23.2d7!!

A fantastic tactical shot to lure
the knight from the defense! Af-
ter 23.Wd2? Wxes 24.Wxh6e+ O hy
White has nothing.

23...Wxd7!

The only move to avoid mate, but
it loses material. 23..5)xd7 24.%d2!
£hy 25.%)g4!! This is the whole point!
The mate is unavoidable.

24.20xd7 Dxd7 25. W d2!
This double attack finishes the game.

25...2h7 26.bg
There was nothing wrong with
26. Wxd7+-

26...Zad8 27.bxcs D f6
27..3xc5 28. W f4+- with the threat
of Wfe.

28.Wfy

Black could resign at this moment,
but Seirawan tries for few more
moves.

28...2e8
28..20xhs 29.Weq+ Lh8 (29..f5
30. W xe6 +-) 30. Wes+ +-

29. Weq+
29.2g6! was the computer finish!

29...22h8 30.Wxby g7 31.Wxay
Ec8 32.Ed1 Dfs 33.2d7 ©g7 34.a4
&£6 35.a5 1-0



14 BEST ATTACKING GAMES OF 2012-2015

B GAME 2

> Nguyen Ngoc Trungson (2656)
» P. Harikrishna (2693)
Asian Nations Cup ZaoZhuang,
China
24.05.2012, [E45]
Annotated by Balogh Csaba

An impressive win in the Asian Na-
tions Cup! Black probably mixed
something up in his preparation and
found himself in deep trouble right
after the opening.

1.d4 2f6 2.c4 €6 3.2c3 2bg 4.e3

The Nimzo with 4.e3 is becoming re-
ally popular again. Probably the fact
that Gelfand obtained an advantage
with it in two games against Anand
in the WCC match will also improve
the opening’s popularity.

4...b6 4..0-0 and 4...c5 are more
common moves.

5.2 ge2
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5...2a6

This is the old main line. Harikrish-
na probably wanted to surprise his
opponent, but White was perfectly
prepared for it. However, recently, if
somebody plays 4...b6 it usually con-
tinues with 5...c5 6.a3 £.a5 7.2b1 £a6
with very sharp lines to follow.

6.2g3

6.a3 is the other way to handle the
position in order to keep a healthy
pawn structure.

6... 2xc3+ 7.bxc3 ds

This is Black’s idea! Otherwise the
move £.a6 loses its point. Black had to
take on c3 before playing this move,
because of the check on a4. Fischer
played a few games in the 60’s with
this setup.

8.2a3!

The young Vietnamese GM knows
the theory well. White prevents o-o.
There was a giant game after the
move 8.%f3 0-0 9.e4 dxe4 10.5)xe4
D xeq 11.Wxeq. At this moment, Fis-
cher came up with a fantastic idea.
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11...%d7!! Preparing for the &)c6-as
maneuver, launching an immedi-
ate attack against the weak doubled
pawns. White has a chance to ob-
tain 2 rooks for the queen, but in
this case as well the vulnerability of
the queenside pawns will tell 12. a3
Ee8 13.2d3 Developing and forcing
some weaknesses before taking the
rooks 13...f5 14.Wxa8 £)c6 15. Wxe8+
Wxe8 16.0-0 Yas! This is the point:
White loses a pawn and, in addition,
the black knight is going to dominate
the a3 bishop 17.Eae1 £ xc4 18. £ xc4
A xc4 and Black won later in the
game Portisch-Fischer, Santa Moni-
ca 1966

8... =%.xc4 9. gxc4 dxc4

[e]

(e

ul

w

N

-

abcdf

10.e4!

White tries to make use of the fact
that the Black king is still stuck in
the center. White could have recap-
tured the pawn, but this would give
Black enough time to solve his open-
ing problems, e.g. 10.Way+ Wd;
11.Wxc4 We6 White has to exchange

the queens and the endgame is about
even.

10...%d>

Black wants to castle queenside and
would also like to keep his extra pawn
on c4. We are still in theory.

11.0-0 Wce6?

This is a terrible novelty, which
just helps White to initiate an attack
against the king. 11..£)c6?! is less ex-
act because of 12.We2 Has 13. £ by,
when White is going to win back the
pawn and enjoy a comfortable advan-
tage due to his superior pawn forma-
tion. 11...Wbs! is definitely the right
move, with the idea of £)c6 and 0-o-
o. White must act quickly here with
12.e5! &)ds 13.@};4 creating holes in
Black’s camp, which the knight could
seek to exploit from e4 13...g6 14.9e4
Z2)d7 15. £.c1! h6 16.a4 with a complex
position. I personally prefer White’s
position; I think there is more than
enough compensation for the pawn.

12.ds!
Of course, White opens the position
with tempo.

12...%Whs

White has to play energetically, oth-
erwise after £Ybdy and o-o-o0 Black
enjoys an extra pawn. 12..exds? It
would be too optimistic to open the
e-file 13.exds Wxds 14.We2+ Wee
15. %3+~ when the rooks are joining
the game with a winning attack.

13.dxe6 fxe6
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14.e5!

The amount of pawns does not
count now! White has to open lines at
any cost! Unfortunately for Black he
must co-operate with his opponent,
because against any moves with the
knight, Wg4 is decisive.

14...%xes
14..20ds 15. Wgy +-

15.Ze1 Wds

Black defends well, but his mis-
take on the 11th move was too grave.
White cruelly punishes him for that.

16.We>!
Of course, White needs the queens

for the attack.

16...2\bd7

The logical 16...25{7 is met by 17.Zad1
Wee 18.Ed4! This is the "key", which
is necessary for the advantage. White
brings another piece into the attack
18...bs

|Ea

& /A/@/xx
1"C Y

%

/

/5/

/g/

(18...Ee8 19. Zxca Wby 200 e4!+-)

19.2)e4! D xeq 20.Exeq Ee8 and here
White gets the opportunity for a nice
finish with 21. %f3+ g8 22. K xe6! +-
with mate on f8.

17.Zad1 Wc6 18.2)f5!

White creates many different threats
(Nxg7, £)d4, £)e7) using the fact that
Black has no ...o-0-o due to De7.

18. Wxe6+ Wxe6 19.Zxe6+ Ld8
20015+ is also very good, but why
exchange queens?!

18...e5
g Ty
7% X / 41
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On 18..2f7 19.2)e7 +- is the strong-
est. Black can not hold the e6 pawn.

19.g4!!

A fantastic move, with a double
threat which Black cannot prevent!
The obvious threat is g5 and the
knight has no good square of escape,
while the hidden idea becomes clear
in the 19...h6 line.

19...%f7

19..h6 20.Wxes+!! A great queen
sacrifice! 20..20xe5 21. Exes+ Lf7
22.Hey+ +- followed by Zxg7 mate.
Thanks to the excellent 19.g4!! the
knight on f5 is protected.

20.g5 Zhe8

Black preferred to give up the piece,
which is basically equal to resigna-
tion. [20..2)ds5 21. {3 +-;

20..2g8 21. Exd7+ Wxdy 22. Wxes+-

21.gxf6 D xf6

Black has 3 pawns for the piece, but
his pawns are weak and White pieces
are placed perfectly.

22.7%e3 bs 23.20g4 P xgq 24.%Wxgy
He6 25. Wey

White simplifies the position to a
winning endgame. From now on al-
most all moves are winning, but Black
plays on, because in a team tourna-
ment it is an especially bad feeling to
resign a game...

25.. Wxeq 26.Exeq Za6 27.2c5
2f6 28.a3 Lfs 29.f3 Zg6+ 30.01f2
¢6 31.2dy a5 32.Ef7+ Ef6 33.Exg7

b4 34.cxbg axb4 35. £xbg c536. 2¢3
He6 37.2Zxcq4 Exaz 38.Exhy Eaz+
39.%e3 Lg6 40.Ehh4 g5 41. Xh8

Finally Black resigned. A nice at-
tacking game and I especially liked
the 19.g4 move with the idea of Wxes.

1-0
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