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a weak move

an excellent move
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a dubious move
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novelty
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unclear position
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Black stands slightly better
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White has a decisive advantage
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Foreword

| have worked with the best, or perhaps it’s better to say that | have learned from
the best; that’s how | can best describe this book, because | spent some time with
Svetozar Gligoric in the early 2000s and the Nimzo-Indian was also present. | can’t
really say that we went into great detail, but we certainly did discuss various
systems. This book in particular is about the Rubinstein 4.e3 systems. Some of the
material has been analyzed in my earlier book on the QGD and Nimzo, while some
other material is presented in Volume 1 in this short series, which covers the Nimzo
with 4.£.d2 and 4.%c2. From other published books | used Gligoric’s book on the
Nimzo-Indian and Ivan Sokolov’s book on the Nimzo with 4.e3. | found both books
useful.

| need to give one explanation here and it’s about the Tal Variation because that
system is treated also in my Volume 1, where | analyze the 4.£.d2 line. In this
Volume 2 | have omitted all positions where White places a bishop on d2 early in
the game, while Volume 1 deals exclusively with an early bishop to d2 move by
White.

| hope readers will enjoy both of those books.

Milos Pavlovic, December 2022



Part I

4...0-0 -
Early Sidelines






Various Early
Deviations

1.d4 5)f6 2.c4 €6 3.%\c3 Lb4
4.e30-05.£d3

LA A

LA
& A a4 A
HE QU HE




10 The Nimzo-Indian Bible for White — Volume 2

Chapter Guide

Chapter 1 - Various Early Deviations
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a) 5...--

1. d4 &6 2. c4 e6 3. )3 £b4 4. e3
0-05. 2d3

EALYW Edo |m
Adi4i i24i
i

L A4
NLA
A& B A A
E 20 NE

Position after: 5. £d3

Here we will investigate rare lines and
variations, such as the Taimanov, that
are not so critical.

5...d6

We will check some unusual or lesser-
known lines in which Black is going
either for the ...e5 plan, or for the ...d5
plan but in a less orthodox way.

5... 2 e8 A bit rare but actually a reason-
able idea. 6. &\ge2 It is clear that the
knight belongs on this square now; it’s
more flexible there.

A) 6... d6 7. 0-0 e5 8. £g3 Kxc3 9.
bxc3 @c6 10. f3 b6 11. Waa 2.b7 12.
2d2 Wd7 13. 215 We7 14. Eael
a5 15. e4 c5

(see analysis diagram next column)

Position after: 15... c5

16. f4! White has attacking chances,
1-0 (57) Gligoric, S — Taimanov, M
Budva 1967.

B) 6... 2)c6 7. 0-0 5 8. d5 £\b8 9. a3
£18 10. e4 d6 11. bd Dbd7 12. 3 ¢5
13. 2e3 b6 14. Ycl g6 15. Db3 We
have reached a passive version of the
King’s Indian, 1-0 (39) Boleslavsky, | —
Kasparian, G Moscow 1952.

C) 6... d5!? 7. 0-0 D\bd7 A rather un-
usual combination of lines, but it’s not
something that can be neglected. 8.
ed dxc4 9. £xc4 c5

El aWE & o
Ai A iii
i A
i

L0244

&
A8 | QAAA
E oY EQ

Position after: 9... c5

10. e5 [also simple chess like 10. a3
2 xc3 11. Dxc3 cxd4 12. Wxda L\b6
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13. Wxd8 Exd8 14. £b3 e5 15. Le3
Le6 16. Lxeb fxe6 17. £xb6 axb6
18. Efd1 £e8 19. Eacl £d6 20. h4
Df7 21. ©f1 De7 22. Ec2 gives
White some edge here because the
pawns on e5 and b6 are vulnerable]
10... cxd4 11. exf6 dxc3 12. fxg7!

E AWE o |m
4i A 144
i

i3]

4
A A DA KA
E o9 B

Position after: 12. fxg7!

12... De5 13. b5 £2d7 14. &xd7
Wxd7 15. Wh3 Le7 16. Hxc3 With
some edge.

6. @gez

Here too we see that the knight is effec-
tive on e2 when Black is going for ...e5
plans.

6...e5

Black is trying a combination of ideas.
We will see that choosing the ...e5 plan
is possible, but a bit passive.

7.0-0

(see diagram next column)

EALYW Ed |
Aii Ada
i A
i

LAA

DL A
AR | DNAAA
E 2 EBEQ

Position after: 7. 0-0

7...¢c6

Black’s point is to preserve his bishop by
clearing the c7-square for it.

7... D6 8. d5 De7 [8... £\b8 9. a3
2xc310. Dxc3a511. ed Ne8 12. Le3
f6 13. Wd2 Ef7 14. ba £ d7 15. ¢5 sim-
ple and strong, 1-0 (30) Botvinnik, M —
Kholmov, R Moscow 1947] 9. a3 £a5
10. b4 2b6 11. Had £d7 12. Hxb6
axb6 13. £b2 Ygb6 14. h3 c6 15. dxcb!

E W Edé |
A & 141
Aid AA

A

& &

A A4 A
&  QHAA

E ¥ B

Position after: 15. dxc6!

15... 2xc6 16. D3 We7 17. Eel This
looks very good for White.

8. We2 Ee89.a3 £a510. ba £¢7 11.
£b2 Dbd7 12. Eadl We7 13. Hg3
98
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E & EA%e [
Aie Wiy
ik A
i

& A4
A DLA &
2y AAA
E _HE@

Position after: 13... H)f8

14. H\ced!

It is essential to carry out this maneu-
ver, especially when the other black
knight leaves the d7-square.

14. d5 Kd7 15. D5 Lxf5 16. Lxf5
cxd5 17. cxd5 £\6d7 18. Ecl g6 19.
£h3 a6 20. Wph3 White also has some
edge here, 1-0 (54) Taimanov, M —
Golombek, H Moscow 1956.

14... Dxed 15. Lxed g6 16. d5 f5 17.
213

White’s position looks very strong.

b) 5...d5 6.2\ f3 %\c6 - Taimanov's Line

1. d4 26 2. c4 e6 3. ?\c3 £b4 4. e3
0-05. 2d3 d5 6. 2\f3 H\c6

E oW Ed o
diid idi
A iA4
i

2 A4
NL A LG
A A A A A
E QW )=

Position after: 6... 2\c6

This is the correct move order if Black
wants to play the Taimanov system.
Sometimes Black plays ...2\c6 on move
4 or 5, but by playing ...d5 first Black is
forcing the white knight to go to 3
rather than e2, which enables Black to
enter the best version of this system.

7. 0-0 dxc4

Black can also wait a bit before making
this typical move.

7...a6 8. a3 dxc4 9. £xh7+!? Nxh7 10.
axb4 Nxba 11. Ne5

E AW E@ |
i iid

i

&
Ain

QA

& A ATA
E QW E&

Position after: 11. #\e5

&

11... b6 [11... We7 12. Hxca B d8 13.
b3 b5 14. Ya5 We8 15. La3 Hc6 16.
£.¢5 Hxas5 17. Exa5 White has slightly
preferable chances, %-% (28) Peralta, F
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(2563) — Vila Gazquez, J (2075) Andorra
2007] 12. Dxcd b7 13. Ea3?

E W Ed |
24 AidA
F 3 F 3

AN A

2 & A

& A A A
2% ED

Position after: 13. Ea31?

That’s an interesting idea -- White is
ready to open up the third rank. 13...
Nd5 [13... D6 14. ed) Pxed 15. Dxed
Lxed 16. Ye5 that's the idea behind
rook to a3: now White is launching an
attack] 14. Ye5 ANhf6 15. ed! [15. Pe2
this is less clear, 1-0 (35) Del Rio de
Angelis, S (2505) — Berkovich, M (2387)
Andorra 2007] 15... &xc3 16. Exc3
Nxed 17. Eh3 White has developed
strong attacking chances.

8. 2xc4 £d6
The main point of the whole Taimanov
system. Black is playing for the ...e5

break.

9. 2 b5 e510. £xc6 exd4d 11. exd4 bxc6
12. 2g5

Black has the bishop pair, but weak
pawns on the queenside.

(see diagram next column)

E oW Ed |
A & idi
is A

2
A
D D
88 8 A A
E ¥ B

Position after: 12. £.g5
12... h6

12... £f5 13. Eel Ee8 14. Exe8+
Wye8 15. xf6 gxf6 16. £H\ha L.g6 17.
Wd2 Wd7 18. Eel Ee8 19. Exe8+
Wye8 20. g3 Web 21. Pg2 £b4 22. a3
2d6 23. DNe3 g7 24. Wd1 Two
knights versus two bishop, but it seems
that the shattered black pawns give
White the better chances, 1-0 (51)
Babula, V (2545) — Zemerov, V (2400)
Berlin 1996.

13. 2h4 Ee8

13... 2g4 14. h3 £h5 15. g4 £.g6 16.
De5

E W Edé |
A i i
is As}
2
A AL
& A
A8 A
E ¥ B

Position after: 16. £e5



Part | — Chapter | — Various Early Deviations 15

16... ¢5 [16... £xe5 17. dxe5 Wxd1 18.
Eaxdl Ad5 19. Dxd5 cxd5 20. Exd5
Le421. Ed4a 2322, Ecl1c623. Le7
E b8 24. b3 White is better, not only
because he is a pawn up but also be-
cause he simply has better pieces, 1-0
(51) Portisch, L — Andersson, U Prague
1970] 17. f4 cxd4 18. Wxd4 L.xe5 19.
Wxd8 Efxd8 20. fxe5 Ed3 21. exf6
Exh3 22. ©g2 Exh4 23. ©g3 White
wins, 1-0 (34) Babula, V (2540) — Blatny,
P (2515) Lazne Bohdanec 1996.

14. Wd3

14. Eel Exel+ 15. Wxel g5 16. 2g3
215 17. De5 Weg 18. Ec1 £h5 19.
Nas We6 20. b3 Ees 21. We3 Again
here we see that Black has not fully
equalized, 1-0 (53) Navara, D (2739) —
Ivanisevic, | (2638) Minsk 2017.

14... 26 15. Ead1l Eb8 16. b3 £.g4
17. Edel B xel 18. Exel c5 19. H\d5!

(see diagram next column)

E W @ |m
i 1 i
& A i
F YA
a8 88
AL W H
A A A A
2 <

Position after: 19. £d5!

19... g5 20. Hxg5! Lxh2+ 21. Lxh2
Wxd5

E @ |0
A & i
a 1
AW 5
o 48
LW
A A AD
=

Position after: 21... Wxds
22. Ded
White has much better chances, 1-0

(43) Lilienthal, A — Estrin, Y Moscow
1953.
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) 5...¢5 6.2)f3 d5 7.0-0 H\bd7

1. d4 &6 2. c4 e6 3. )3 £b4 4. e3
0-05. £2d3 ¢5 6. 2\f3 d5 7. 0-0 Hbd7

E oW E& o

Position after: 7... D\bd7
Here we see an old line that actually has
not been popular for a long time, and
there is a good reason for that.

8.a3 £xc3

8... 2a59. cxd5 exd5 10. b4!

E oW E@ |
Ai A iii
)

£ 4i
a A
A DELAR
8 A8 A
5 oW HEP

Position after: 10. b4!

This is a key idea that Gligoric found
during his match with Tal in Belgrade.
But Tal, who used this system with
Black, deviated at a critical moment and
only later in some other games was

Gligoric able to reveal this great idea,
which brought him some nice wins.
10... cxb4 11. &)b5 a6 12. Wb3 bxa3 13.
Nd6 Lc7 14. Lxa3 Lxd6 15. Lxd6
He816. Efcl Ee6 17. £f4 h6 18. h3
White enjoys nice play for the sacrificed
pawn, 1-0 (50) Gligoric, S — Andersson,
U Berlin 1971.

9. bxc3 We7 10. cxd5 exd5 11. a4 Ee8
12. £a3

E & E ¢ |m
A iWahA i141i4i
A
i
A 2
2 AL2aH
A A A
)= ¥ ED

Position after: 12. £a3
12... Dea

12...c4 13. £c2 &8 14. Nd2 L.g4 15.
f3 &h5 16. Hel £g6 17. 2xf8 Exf8
18. 2xg6 hxgb 19. e4 White has easy

play.
13. c4! cxd4 14. cxd5

Even simpler is 14. @xd4! dxc4 15. Ecl
Nd6 16. Db5 Dxb5 17. Exca Wds 18.
axb5 when White is better.
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14... dxe3 15. fxe3 Wh6 16. 2\da H\df6
17. Eb1 Wds 18. W2

With less clear consequences, 1-0 (30)
Sandipan, C (2618) — Tvarijonas, P
(2324) Pardubice 2012.

d) 5...c5 6.2\ 3 d5 7.0-0 b6

1. d4 £)f6 2. c4 €6 3. ?)c3 £b4 4. e3
0-05. 2d3 ¢5 6. 2\f3 d5 7. 0-0 b6

EQeW Ed o
i iidi
i i4
i
2 AR
N2 AL
A A A A A
2 2% Ed

Position after: 7... b6

This is another old line but it has
recently become popular again, and it’s
not without point. Black actually wants
to play the Karpov line but is waiting in
the center, maintaining the tension.

8. cxd5 exd5 9. a3

In my opinion this is a good choice, alt-
hough in his book on the Nimzo Gligoric
stated that 9.dxc5 bxc5 10.2e2 is also
OK, as he played in one of his games
versus Keres.

9... 2xc3 10. bxc3

EQHOW Ed |u
i iidi
i 4

i i
il
A ALALS
A A A
2 W E&

Position after: 10. bxc3
10...c4

A) 10... £a6 11. dxc5 bxc5 12. £xa6
Dxab 13. c4!

E W Ed |
i idi
A L)

i i

&
A 8 G

AAA

E oY EQ

Position after: 13. c4!

That is an important motif. Now Black
has a few choices but none gives him
equal play. 13... Eb8 [13... dxc4 14.
Wada \c715. b2 De6 16. Efdl We7
17. Wxc4 Efd8 18. h3 White has some
edge here] 14. Wa4 Wp6 15. cxds Whs
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16. Wc2 xds 17. e4 D\b6 18. Le3 c4
19. Nda Was 20. We3 6

4 Ed o
i di
A4 F
W ANA
A W 2

AAA
b= Ed

Position after: 20... f6

21. &f5 This position is favorable for
White, 1-0 (48) Parligras, M (2622) —
Atalik, E (2474) Golden Sands 2012.

B) 10... £)c6 This position can arise also
from the main move order, if instead of
going 9..%c7 Black plays 9...b6 and
here we are. Gligoric mentions in his
book that this line originates from Nim-
zowitsch himself. 11. He5 Wc7 12.
Dxc6 Wxc6 13. f3

E & E@ |
i iAdi
AW A

i i
a
A BALAA
A4
E 20 E

Position after: 13. f3

Now Black will try to stand still while
controlling e4, or else try to exchange
the light-squared bishops with ...£a6.
13...a5 [13... 26 14. We1 Nd7 15. e4
c4 16. £c2 f517. e5 Ef7 18. a4 a5 19.
f4 White has better chances, 1-0 (40)

Taimanov, M — Petrosian, T Zurich 1953]
14. We2

E & Eg@ |
Adi
AW A
A 44
a
A BLA A
G a4
E & | B

Position after: 14. We2

14... b7 [14... c4 15. £c2 b5 16. ed
2e617. We1 Nd7 18. Wg3 f6 19. 214
Ef7 20. Efel 98 21. 2d6 Ed8 22.
£.¢5 White is better, ¥%-% (22) Rabar, B
— Petrosian, T Belgrade 1954] 15. a4 c4
16. 22 Efe8 17. W2 Wep 18. Wha
g6 19. £d2 A h5 20. Eabl White is
better here as well, since Black some-
how finds himself without a clear plan,
1-0 (41) Gligoric, S — Persitz, R Hastings
1968.

11. £c2 2g412. We1

EA W Ed@ |
A Ada
i A
A
A 8
A A ASD

2 AAA
E & YEQ

Position after: 12. We1

12... £xf3



