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Preface 
 
 
 
 
I first stumbled across the mythical ‘Black Lion’ around about 12 years ago. It all began 

when a follower of Ginger GM persistently messaged me, singing the praises of this aggres-

sive opening. After ignoring many of his pleas to research the opening, I had a choice to 

make: block this Black Lion advocate, or spend five minutes taking a glance at the opening? 

Luckily I made the correct decision and took some time to have a look at this opening, 

one that I had never encountered before. The first thing that struck me was how could I 

have not heard of this opening? Surely it must be rubbish if it is an opening that I have not 

encountered in my many years of being a professional chess player? 

The more I looked, the more I fell down the Lion rabbit hole. What a way to start the 

game! Black avoids castling and aims to checkmate White on the kingside from the get-go, 

which is just my style. There was no going back from that point. 

I then researched the opening and started to play it on a regular basis. My results were 

great and the most attractive thing about the opening is that it is so much fun to play. And 

surely that is why we play chess? To have fun, and to win! 

I must also thank the real heroes of this opening, Jerry van Rekom and Leo Jansen. It was 

their book The Black Lion that got me started on one of the most fun openings that I have 

ever played. I must also thank the aforementioned ‘Mr. X’ for being so determined in turn-

ing me on to this opening. Let me now share with you my main aims of this repertoire: 

1) To teach you a fun and exciting opening that will guarantee you an aggressive way 

to go for the attack, with Black and from move one. 

2) To explain the main ideas of the opening, ideally in an enjoyable way that you will 

remember and without you having to memorise too many variations. This is why I have 

included so many common ideas at the start of this book, ideas which will help you under-

stand the main concepts behind our set-up.  

3) Be as truthful as possible. That means not being biased in my assessments of positions. 

I must warn you now that the computer frowns upon many of the aggressive ideas given – 

that does not mean that they are unplayable though. For those of you who are concerned 

about being, for instance, ‘-0.45’, I have always given you a ‘Tame Lion’ alternative sugges-

tion. That sub-variation is often not quite as fun, but sounder in the eyes of the computer. 

Through this updated and expanded version of my Chessable course, I fully hope that eve-

ryone will enjoy this journey into one of the most exciting of all openings: the Black Lion. 

 

Simon Williams, Godalming, May 2022 
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Introduction 
 
 
 
 

The Opening Moves 

 

1 e4 

The Black Lion is mainly an opening against 1 e4. That is what we are concentrating on 

throughout this book. You can experiment by also playing it against 1 d4, but the set-ups 

there are very different. We’ll discuss this more a little later on. 

1...d6 

An unpretentious move, taking some control of the centre, especially the e5-square. 

2 d4 

The most logical and best move. White takes control of the centre with two large pawns. 

2...Ìf6 

Developing and attacking e4. You can see that our pawn on d6 does a good job of stop-

ping White from advancing with e4-e5. 

3 Ìc3 

W________W 
[rhb1kgW4] 
[0p0W0p0p] 
[WDW0WhWD] 
[DWDWDWDW] 
[WDW)PDWD] 
[DWHWDWDW] 
[P)PDW)P)] 
[$WGQIBHR] 
W--------W 

The most sensible option. Now Black must make a decision and we can see here how I 

have organised this book for the rest of our journey. There are two moves, one more risky 

than the other. I aim to cover both options, giving you a choice of how to play depending 

on your style. 
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3...Ìbd7 

The ‘Risky Lion’. Throughout this book, at critical moments, Black often has a choice be-

tween an aggressive and a solid move. The former is a move that White may be able to take 

advantage of with correct play, the latter a safe but more boring option. I have coined the 

terms for them, the Risky Lion and the Tame Lion.  

This move is much more aggressive compared to the alternative 3...e5. With 3...Ìbd7 

Black avoids the exchange of queens, yet still prepares action in the centre with ...e5. There 

has been a lot of discussion whether this is playable or not. The main concern that this 

move faces from a theoretical point of view is some sharp variations where White plays f2-

f4. Personally I would always want to start the game in this way as I do not like exchanging 

queens too early. 

Instead, 3...e5 is the Tame Lion. This move offers a very early exchange of queens, but is 

considered to be theoretically superior. The resulting positions after 4 dxe5 dxe5 5 Ëxd8+ 

Êxd8 should be equal, but may not be to everyone’s taste. We will though take a look at 

this approach later on. 

4 Ìf3 

This is White’s main move and most commonly played option, but there some other 

important ideas. 

4 f4 is the most critical continuation. White grabs space and aims to simply push Black 

off the board. The negative side of this plan for White is that he will feel a bit exposed be-

hind his advancing pawns and with active play, Black can create some very interesting 

counter-chances. 4...e5! is a key move: Black must take some central space. 

W________W 
[rDb1kgW4] 
[0p0nDp0p] 
[WDW0WhWD] 
[DWDW0WDW] 
[WDW)P)WD] 
[DWHWDWDW] 
[P)PDWDP)] 
[$WGQIBHR] 
W--------W 

The critical line, which we will look at in detail later, continues 5 Ìf3 exd4. With this 

capture Black opens up the centre and aims for active piece play. Black’s idea against 6 

Ëxd4 is to sacrifice a pawn with ...c6, ...d5 and then go ...Íc5. This is the most critical varia-

tion. Against 6 Ìxd4, Black changes plans and aims to put pressure on White’s e4-pawn 

with ...g6, ...Íg7, ...0-0, ...Ìc5 and ...Îe8. The theoretically more important recapture is the 
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former, 6 Ëxd4, when Black must go active with 6...c6 with ...d5!? and ...Íc5 to follow. This 

line leads to very exciting play, but the question that needs to be answered is: does Black 

have enough compensation for the pawn? We will answer that later! 

4 g4!? is another interesting move that aims to take advantage of the point that Black 

can no longer play ...Íxg4. White gains space on the kingside and aims to push Black back 

with g4-g5. The downside of this plan for White is that his king can become exposed on the 

kingside later on. 

4...e5 

W________W 
[rDb1kgW4] 
[0p0nDp0p] 
[WDW0WhWD] 
[DWDW0WDW] 
[WDW)PDWD] 
[DWHWDNDW] 
[P)PDW)P)] 
[$WGQIBDR] 
W--------W 

Black must take some space in the centre. I would say that this completes stage one of 

Black’s development strategy in the Risky Lion, the full stages for the Risky Lion being: 

1) Develop the knights and take some control of the centre with ...e5. 

2) Consolidate the centre with ...c6, ...Ëc7 and finish kingside development with ...Íe7. 

3) Start the Risky Lion approach with the following kingside manoeuvres: ...h6, ...g5, 

...Ìf8, ...Ìg6, ...Ìf4, ...Îg8, etc.  

I am concentrating on the Risky Lion so far, as let’s be honest: that is what we all want 

to play! 

5 Íc4 

As soon as this move is played, we must be aware of captures on f7 followed up with 

Ìg5+, or just Ìg5 straight away. 

5...Íe7 

It is best to play this first, as Black can now give extra defence to f7 by castling kingside. 

5...c6? would be a serious mistake due to 6 Ìg5! when Black has no good way to defend 

f7. Move orders are important for us and we will look at this position in more detail soon. 

6 0-0 c6 
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W________W 
[rDb1kDW4] 
[0pDngp0p] 
[WDp0WhWD] 
[DWDW0WDW] 
[WDB)PDWD] 
[DWHWDNDW] 
[P)PDW)P)] 
[$WGQDRIW] 
W--------W 

Continuing with stage two. This move has a couple of ideas in mind:  

1) Consolidation of the centre.  

2) Given a chance, queenside expansion with ...b5. 

3) Making room on c7 for the black queen. From c7, the queen gives extra defence to the 

central pawns on d6 and e5. 

4) More control of the key central square, d5. 

7 a4 

Stopping Black from gaining some useful space with ...b5. Against other moves, Black 

would play this advance. 

7...Ëc7 

Stage two is now over. There are a number of ways that White can develop here and we 

do need to pay attention. 

 

Risky Lion or Tame Lion?  
I, for one, always prefer risky attacking chess, but this approach doesn’t come without 

some risk: the risk of overextending the black position and creating critical weaknesses. 

That is the danger of playing the Risky Lion and an early ...g5.  

When I started creating this repertoire, I wanted to suggest only the sharpest attacking 

lines for Black, lines where Black always plays ...g5 and avoids exchanging queens. The 

problem with this, on some occasions, is that it is just not sound. White can get an advan-

tage and I really do not want to suggest an opening that puts you on the back foot.  

To overcome this dilemma I have done the following: 

1) Broken up some of the more dangerous variations into two sections: the Risky Lion 

and Tame Lion.  

2) When I believe the Risky Lion shouldn’t be played, I suggest you take a look at what I 

have recommended in the Tame Lion section. This is when the computer really doesn’t like 

the attacking plan with ...g5: for example, after White plays an early b3 in the main line 
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(more on this later).  

3) I have still included the dodgy variations as you might want to risk them anyway, while 

trying to make these lines as playable as I can, but I always mention in these cases when the 

best approach is not to play ...g5. And in these cases, you should look at the Tame Lion. 

I hope things will become clearer as we move on with the repertoire. As a general 

pointer, the above is mainly relevant for the mainline positions. So, in some cases, you have 

a decision to make: take a risk and go for the attack, although perhaps not an entirely 

sound one, or play it safe and wait for another day. 

The computer often frowns upon Black’s position in the Risky Lion. I believe this is be-

cause it doesn’t see the long-term attacking danger that the opening creates. This is simi-

lar to a very established opening, the King’s Indian Defence. In most of the mainline posi-

tions there, the computer is of the opinion that Black is clearly worse. Again, it underesti-

mates the attacking chances that are always lurking within Black’s position. So, do not al-

ways fear the computer! Try to see past it in some positions, instead concentrating on 

Black’s fun and attacking potential. Let me explain with the help of some moves. 

 

1 e4 d6 2 d4 Ìf6 3 Ìc3 

Again, time for the first decision: offer an exchange of queens or not? This is one of two 

main times when we have to decide between the Risky Lion and Tame Lion. The other is in 

the mainline positions. 

3...Ìbd7!? 

The Risky Lion approach. Black blocks the d-file and avoids the exchange of queens, but 

allows White some aggressive options that would have been stopped by playing 3...e5.  

4 Ìf3 

Going with the standard set-up, but White could have tried to take advantage of 

3...Ìbd7 with either 4 g4 or 4 f4, as we saw above. 

4...e5 5 Íc4 Íe7 6 0-0 c6 7 a4 Ëc7 

W________W 
[rDbDkDW4] 
[0p1ngp0p] 
[WDp0WhWD] 
[DWDW0WDW] 
[PDB)PDWD] 
[DWHWDNDW] 
[W)PDW)P)] 
[$WGQDRIW] 
W--------W 
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Decision time is approaching. As a general rule, we will try and wait as long as possible 

to see what White does. If White plays h3, then we will go ...g5 – if not, I would say that the 

...g5 idea is rather unsound. 

8 h3 

Now ...g5 becomes much more tempting as Black can open up White’s kingside with 

...g4. Against h3, I will always be tempted to play the Risky Lion. 

Instead, 8 b3 is one of the best ways to play against a Risky Lion player. White develops 

his bishop in a sensible manner, increasing his pressure in the centre and preparing some 

nasty tricks based around Ìxe5. After 8...h6 9 Íb2 I feel it is best for Black to give up on 

ideas of ...g5 against this development of the white bishop. 

W________W 
[rDbDkDW4] 
[0p1ngp0W] 
[WDp0WhW0] 
[DWDW0WDW] 
[PDB)PDWD] 
[DPHWDNDW] 
[WGPDW)P)] 
[$WDQDRIW] 
W--------W 

Instead, we should concentrate on getting a knight to f4. This is one of our main plans 

when we do not feel that the Risky Lion is going to work well for us, i.e. 9...0-0 (the Tame 

Lion) 10 a5 Îe8 11 Îe1 Ìf8!, heading for g6. 

There’s also 8 Îe1, a very flexible move. White improves his centre and waits. I would 

recommend we do the same for one more move with 8...h6. Will we play ...g5 or not? If 

White goes h3 then yes, if not then I would say it is very risky and not sound, hence other 

plans are suggested in the Tame Lion coverage later on. 

8...h6 9 Ëe2 

White has a number of other possibilities, but the scene has been set: White has played 

h3, so we have a target to attack. For this reason, ...g5 is a much more playable option for 

us. In actual fact, 9 Ëe2 has little independent value, as the brave among us will now play 

9...g5 against everything here. 

9...g5!? 
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W________W 
[rDbDkDW4] 
[0p1ngpDW] 
[WDp0WhW0] 
[DWDW0W0W] 
[PDB)PDWD] 
[DWHWDNDP] 
[W)PDQ)PD] 
[$WGWDRIW] 
W--------W 

And we are off! In this book, I am generally suggesting this advance before ...Ìf8. With 

...g5, Black gets ready to push ...g4 at the right moment. This move is normally not to be 

rushed. We can spend some time first increasing the power of the ...g4 push by playing 

...Ìf8, ...Ìg6 and ...Îg8. We will look at these attacking plans in more depth later on. 

 

A History of the Black Lion 
 

 
Game 1 

J.Cochrane-M.Bonnerjee 
Calcutta 1850  

 
 

1 e4 

The Philidor Defence (I have nicknamed it the Tame Lion to run alongside the Black Lion) 

has a long history dating back to the 18th Century and is named after François-André 

Danican Philidor. The move order that I advocate is 1...d6: this means that after 2 d4 Ìf6, 

the pawn on e4 is en prise so White cannot enter the traditional Philidor lines with 1 e4 e5 

2 Ìf3 d6 3 d4. 

1...d6 2 d4 Ìf6 3 Ìc3 e5 

This is a solid set-up for Black. In many openings that begin with 1 e4 e5, the pawn on 

e5 can come under pressure. By setting up with ...d6, Black aims to maintain his pawn on 

e5. He will allow White space, but intends to retain a solid position and gradually push 

White back after completing his quiet development. 

4 dxe5 

This move order allows an exchange of queens which may not be to everyone’s taste, 

but I felt it was important to give a sound alternative to the Risky Lion. Depending on fac-

tors such as your style, your opponent and your desire to change your move order, this 

should sit nicely as an alternative to the riskier lines. 
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4...dxe5 5 Ëxd8+ Êxd8 

W________W 
[rhbiWgW4] 
[0p0WDp0p] 
[WDWDWhWD] 
[DWDW0WDW] 
[WDWDPDWD] 
[DWHWDWDW] 
[P)PDW)P)] 
[$WGWIBHR] 
W--------W 

I found this game from the 19th century and as this is in part a history lesson, I thought 

a game from over 150 years ago might be entertaining. 

6 Íg5 Íe7 7 0-0-0+ Êe8 8 h3 h6 9 Íh4 g5!? 

I am generously calling this move interesting. Chess has come a long way since 1850. 

Sometimes we should enjoy the game without over-thinking or over-analysing. That said, 

the overall standard of this game is not unimpressive. 

10 Íg3 Íd6 11 Ìf3 Ìbd7 12 Íb5 Êe7 13 Íxd7 Ìxd7 14 Ìd5+ Êe6 15 c4 c6 16 Ìe3 f6 17 

Ìf5 Íc5 18 Îd3 b5 19 cxb5 cxb5 20 Îhd1 Ìb6 21 a3 Íb7 

W________W 
[rDWDWDW4] 
[0bDWDWDW] 
[WhWDk0W0] 
[DpgW0N0W] 
[WDWDPDWD] 
[)WDRDNGP] 
[W)WDW)PD] 
[DWIRDWDW] 
W--------W 

A classic middlegame position has arisen from the Philidor after the exchange of 

queens. Black has unwound his pieces and now sets about making aggressive intentions. 

White’s next is a blunder and Black ruthlessly takes advantage. 

22 b4? Íxe4 23 bxc5 Íxd3 24 Îxd3 Îac8 25 Ìe3 Îxc5+ 26 Êb1 Îhc8 27 Ìd2 Îc3 28 Îxc3 

 
 

 
 



 
 

Introduction 

15 

Îxc3 

This position, which could reasonably be described as an endgame (or nearly there), fa-

vours the rook over the two minor pieces as the rook has open lines and the bishop on g3 

does not. 

29 Ìc2 f5 30 f3 a5 31 Íf2 Ìd5 32 g4 b4 33 axb4 axb4 34 gxf5+ Êxf5 35 Êb2 Îd3 36 Íe1 

Êf4 37 Êc1 b3 38 Ìa1 Îe3 39 Íf2 Îe2 0-1 

Next we’ll see the first game I could find on my database which features the Risky Lion 

set-up. The game was played in 1929 and it looks like we should be thanking Herr. Brinck-

mann! 

 
 

 
Game 2 

E.Canal-A.Brinckmann 
Rogaska Slatina 1929 

 
 

1 e4 e5 

We see a different move order being used here. Move order concepts will be discussed 

soon. 1...d6 2 d4 Ìf6 3 Ìc3 Ìbd7 4 Ìf3 e5 is our way of doing things. 

2 Ìf3 d6 3 d4 Ìf6?! 

Rather dubious. 

4 Ìc3 

4 dxe5! is much more critical. 

4...Ìbd7 5 Íc4 

We are now back in normal territory. 

5...h6 

This is another possible move order, but I feel that it is slightly more precise to first play 

in the centre with ...Íe7, ...c6 and ...Ëc7. 

6 0-0 Íe7 7 Ëe2 c6 8 a4 Ëc7 

W________W 
[rDbDkDW4] 
[0p1ngp0W] 
[WDp0WhW0] 
[DWDW0WDW] 
[PDB)PDWD] 
[DWHWDNDW] 
[W)PDQ)P)] 
[$WGWDRIW] 
W--------W 
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Here we are in our main Black Lion set-up. 

9 Íe3 Ìf8 

As White has not committed to playing h3, this way of playing is quite crafty. We do not 

commit to ...g5 either, keeping options open. The only real threat to an early ...Ìf8 move 

before castling is Ìh4, as we will soon see. 

Black could have also considered 9...Ìg4, a possibility White often avoids by playing h3 

first. 

10 Ìe1!? 

Aiming for f2-f4, so now it feels natural to stop that move. 

10...g5 

Here we go, and with the move we often want to play anyway. 

A safer approach would have been 10...Ìg4!? winning the bishop-pair, as if White 

moves the bishop we can win a pawn by capturing on d4. With 10...Ìg4 Black has gained 

instant equality and we can now appreciate why White often feels the need to play h3. 

11 f3 

Reinforcing the centre. 

11...Ìg6 

W________W 
[rDbDkDW4] 
[0p1WgpDW] 
[WDp0Whn0] 
[DWDW0W0W] 
[PDB)PDWD] 
[DWHWGPDW] 
[W)PDQDP)] 
[$WDWHRIW] 
W--------W 

The standard plan. Black moves the knight around to attack White’s king, normally 

from the f4-square. 

12 Ëf2 Ìf4 

Getting nearer to White’s king. This is where we see all the pieces diving towards that 

target. In actual fact, 12...exd4 was better and would have lead to an equal game. 

13 Ìd3 Íe6 

Black could even have castled here, with ideas like ...Êh8 (or ...Êh7), ...Îg8 and later on 

...g4. 

14 Íxe6 Ìxe6 15 dxe5 dxe5 16 Íxa7 
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W________W 
[rDWDkDW4] 
[Gp1WgpDW] 
[WDpDnhW0] 
[DWDW0W0W] 
[PDWDPDWD] 
[DWHNDPDW] 
[W)PDW!P)] 
[$WDWDRIW] 
W--------W 

White is doing very well here, but Black fights and manages to complicate matters 

enough to get a draw. 

16...c5 17 Ìb5 Ëc6 18 Ìxe5 Ëa6 19 Ìc4 Îxa7 20 Ìxa7 Ëxa7 21 b4 Ìd7 22 e5 Ëb8 23 b5 

Ìxe5 24 Ìxe5 Ëxe5 25 Îad1 Ëc7 26 Ëg3 Ëxg3 27 hxg3 Íd8 28 f4 Ía5 29 Îd5 0-0 30 

Îd7 b6 31 Îd6 Êg7 32 c3 gxf4 33 gxf4 Îd8 34 Îxd8 Ìxd8 35 Îf3 Ìe6 36 Êf2 c4 37 Îg3+ 

Êf6 38 Îh3 Ìxf4 39 Îxh6+ Êe5 40 Îc6 Êd5 41 Îf6 Ìd3+ 42 Êe3 Íxc3 43 Îxf7 Ìc5 44 g4 

Ìxa4 45 g5 Ìc5 46 Îf5+ Íe5 47 g6 Ìe6 48 Îh5 Ìg7 49 Îg5 Ìe6 50 Îh5 c3 51 Îf5 Ìg7 52 

Îg5 c2 53 Êd2 Ìe6 54 Îh5 Êd6 55 Êxc2 Íf6 56 Îh1 Íe5 57 Îf1 Íd4 58 Êd3 Êd5 59 Îf7 

Íe5 60 Îd7+ Êc5 61 Îe7 Êd6 62 Îf7 Ía1 63 Îf1 Íb2 64 Îb1 Íf6 65 Îf1 ½-½ 

 

The Correct Move Order  
I would just like to point out the correct move order after that pioneering game, as lots of 

different moves orders have been tried and it is easy to go wrong as Black. 

 

1 e4 d6 

This seems best. 1...e5 has been tried, but the one main issue we have is how to meet an 

early Íc4 with pressure against f7. By going 1...d6, we keep options open of ...e6 as a last 

resort for us. This will block White’s bishop on c4. 

2 d4 

The main move, but we must be a bit careful against 2 Ìf3: 2...Ìf6 (gaining a tempo 

against e4) 3 Ìc3 e5!.  
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W________W 
[rhb1kgW4] 
[0p0WDp0p] 
[WDW0WhWD] 
[DWDW0WDW] 
[WDWDPDWD] 
[DWHWDNDW] 
[P)P)W)P)] 
[$WGQIBDR] 
W--------W 

This is more accurate than 3...Ìbd7. Here that could get us into trouble (the difference 

with this and our main move order is that White already has a knight on f3), i.e. 4 Íc4 e5? 

5 Ìg5 and we are already lost, as we are not in time to play ...0-0. Worth remembering! 

The one rule to remember and always think about is: how do I deal with Íc4 and Ìg5? 

The general answer to this is to be able to castle kingside, so that f7 can be defended by a 

rook on f8. For example, after 3...e5 4 Íc4 be aware of the threat to f7! What should we do 

now? Of course we need to be able to meet Ìg5 with ...0-0, so 4...Íe7! is correct. 

2 Íc4 is like 2 Ìf3. We shouldn’t be worried, but we should be aware of dangers to our 

f7-pawn: 2...Ìf6 3 Ìc3 e5! (3...Ìbd7 doesn’t fit our system due to 4 Ìf3 when again 4...e5? 

is a blunder due to 5 Ìg5! and Black is in serious trouble) 4 Ìf3 Íe7!. 

W________W 
[rhb1kDW4] 
[0p0Wgp0p] 
[WDW0WhWD] 
[DWDW0WDW] 
[WDBDPDWD] 
[DWHWDNDW] 
[P)P)W)P)] 
[$WGQIWDR] 
W--------W 

It’s very important that we need to be able to meet Ìg5 with ...0-0. Here 4...Ìbd7? 

would be a horrible move due to 5 Ìg5, but after 4...Íe7 5 Ìg5 0-0 our position is safe. In 

actual fact, 5 Ìg5 is just a waste of time for White. 
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Returning to the normal 2 d4: 

2...Ìf6 

This is correct: develop with tempo. 

3 Ìc3 

White’s main and best move. This is where you have your first choice: ...e5 now or later? 

It really is a matter of style, which is why I have analysed both 3...Ìbd7 and 3...e5. 

3 Íd3 is also sometimes played, but the bishop is really quite badly placed here. 

3...Ìbd7 

This has always been my choice, just for the fact that it avoids a queen exchange. In-

stead, of course, 3...e5 is the Tame Lion approach and may suit some of you. Then 4 dxe5 is 

the only move that gives this line independent value. Other moves will transpose back into 

our main line. 

4 Ìf3 

We must also be aware of 4 g4 and 4 f4. 

4...e5 5 Íc4 

W________W 
[rDb1kgW4] 
[0p0nDp0p] 
[WDW0WhWD] 
[DWDW0WDW] 
[WDB)PDWD] 
[DWHWDNDW] 
[P)PDW)P)] 
[$WGQIWDR] 
W--------W 

Another key moment that I must discuss, just to ensure you do not go wrong already. 

It’s ever important that when Íc4 has been played, we must keep an eye on f7. As a rule: 

we must be able to meet Ìg5 with ...0-0. For that reason, Black’s next move should be easy 

to find. 

5...Íe7 

Yes! This is safest, whereas 5...c6?, for example, is a big mistake due to 6 Ìg5. 

6 0-0 

Now 6 Ìg5 is simply met with 6...0-0. 

6...c6 

With this, we create a mini-threat of 7...b5 which we should play given a chance. 6...h6 

is also fine, but 6...c6 somehow seems more logical to me. 

7 a4 
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Stopping 7...b5. Against nearly everything else 7...b5 is good, while the unsound ‘tempt-

ing’ move 7 Íxf7+?! will be analysed later. 

7...Ëc7 8 Îe1 

Holding the centre. 

8...h6 

W________W 
[rDbDkDW4] 
[0p1ngp0W] 
[WDp0WhW0] 
[DWDW0WDW] 
[PDB)PDWD] 
[DWHWDNDW] 
[W)PDW)P)] 
[$WGQ$WIW] 
W--------W 

We have our mainline position, which is examined at in-depth later on. 

 

An Opening against 1 e4 or both 1 e4 and 1 d4? 
 

1 d4 

As a rule, this repertoire is only designed against 1 e4 and not against 1 d4. For 1 d4 buy 

my coverage of the Dutch Defence! You can try experimenting with the Black Lion against 1 

d4, but it is not something I will look at here. The reason for this is that the positions you 

get are very different to those we’ll look at after 1 e4. With 1 d4 in, White can play c4 

quickly which changes things a lot.  

1...d6 2 c4 

This is not really a Black Lion position in my eyes. 

2...Ìf6 

2...e5 here can be met with 3 d5 which is outside the scope of our course. 

3 Ìc3 Ìbd7 4 e4 
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W________W 
[rDb1kgW4] 
[0p0n0p0p] 
[WDW0WhWD] 
[DWDWDWDW] 
[WDP)PDWD] 
[DWHWDWDW] 
[P)WDW)P)] 
[$WGQIBHR] 
W--------W 

And things are different. This opening is actually the Old Indian and if you are inter-

ested in this, you can research it elsewhere. Who knows, if there is enough interest I may 

one day cover that opening, but not here! We have too much to look at anyway. 
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Chapter Three 

The Standard Set-up  
with Íc4 

 
 

 
 

 

1 e4 d6 2 d4 Ìf6 3 Ìc3 Ìbd7 4 Ìf3 e5 5 Íc4 Íe7 6 0-0 c6 7 a4 Ëc7 

W________W 
[rDbDkDW4] 
[0p1ngp0p] 
[WDp0WhWD] 
[DWDW0WDW] 
[PDB)PDWD] 
[DWHWDNDW] 
[W)PDW)P)] 
[$WGQDRIW] 
W--------W 

The main line of our Black Lion repertoire and a position you’ll reach pretty often as 

White’s moves so far have been very natural and normal. Before moving on to the theory, 

let’s see three inspirational and instructive games, two with the Risky Lion and then one 

showing when the Tame Lion can be the more appropriate choice. 
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Game 17 
S.Collins-S.Williams 

British League (4NCL) 2013 
 

 

1 e4 d6 2 d4 Ìf6 3 Ìc3 Ìbd7 

The Risky Lion move order, as opposed to 3...e5 and the Tame Lion, and now we will see 

the most common set-up that White will play. 

4 Ìf3 e5 5 Íc4  

The bishop is much more actively placed here, compared to e2.  

5...Íe7 6 0-0 c6  

6...0-0 is fine, but is not a real Black Lion move, so we won’t be looking at it. Likewise, the 

immediate 6...h6 can also be played, but 6...c6 gives us more flexibility to advance on the 

queenside with ...b5. 

7 a4 Ëc7 8 Ëe2  

This is a very logical move. White clears the back rank and prepares to place a rook on 

d1, where it is ready for the opening of the d-file. On the plus side for Black, any plans or 

tricks that White has with the standard idea of Íe3 and then dxe5 Ìxe5; Íd4 are not as 

worrying, because the bishop on d4 will now not be defended. So, for example, after a se-

quence like Ìxe5 Ëxe5, Íd4 will often not work as the queen on d1 is not defending the 

bishop, meaning Black can simply play ...Ëxd4.  

8...h6 9 Îd1  

Keeping the tension, since Black has easy development after 9 dxe5 dxe5 (9...Ìxe5 10 

Ìxe5 dxe5 11 h3 0-0 is also possible) 10 Ìh4 g6 (taking advantage of the fact that White 

has played dxe5 with 10...Ìc5!? looks logical also) 11 f4 exf4 12 Íxf4 Ìe5 13 Íb3 Íd6 

when White has failed to invade on f5 and Black has firm control of the e5 point.  

9...Ìf8  

W________W 
[rDbDkhW4] 
[0p1Wgp0W] 
[WDp0WhW0] 
[DWDW0WDW] 
[PDB)PDWD] 
[DWHWDNDW] 
[W)PDQ)P)] 
[$WGRDWIW] 
W--------W 
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I used to prefer playing this move, before advancing with ...g5, but 9...g5 is more consis-

tent with the Risky Lion plan and does stop Ìh4 as Sam played in the game. This will be my 

main suggestion in the theory section below. 

10 Ìh4!?  

A common theme. 

10 h3?! prepares to play Íe3 without worrying about ...Ìg4, but this creates a target 

for Black to attack with ...g4: 10...g5! 11 Ìh2 Ìg6 12 b4 Îg8!? 13 a5 Ìf4 14 Íxf4 gxf4 15 

Êh1 Íd7!? 16 b5 (or 16 Îab1 Êf8!) 16...Îc8! keeps the queenside secure before looking to 

exploit the half-open g-file. 

10...g6?!  

This is interesting, but it does seem a bit strange, as it is now going to be very hard to 

ever play the standard ...g5 move. 

10...Ìe6!? is sensible now that the white queen is on e2. The queen can be a target that 

can be attacked and, for example, 11 dxe5 dxe5 12 Ìf5 0-0 13 Íe3 Ìf4 14 Ëf3 Íb4! leaves 

Black actively placed. 

11 g3?!  

This is not entirely necessary and even gives me some light squares to attack on the 

kingside.  

11...Ìe6!  

Now that the knight cannot go to g6 anymore.  

12 Ìf3  

White holds his centre together.  

Instead, 12 d5 Ìd4! is a lovely square for the knight and after, for instance, 13 Ëd3 

Êf8!? 14 Íe3 g5 15 Ìg2 Ìf3+ 16 Êh1 Íg4 Black has good play on the light squares. 

12...g5!?  

W________W 
[rDbDkDW4] 
[0p1WgpDW] 
[WDp0nhW0] 
[DWDW0W0W] 
[PDB)PDWD] 
[DWHWDN)W] 
[W)PDQ)W)] 
[$WGRDWIW] 
W--------W 

Consistent with the Risky Lion.  

12...Ìxd4 is an easier equalising move when 13 Ìxd4 exd4 14 Îxd4 Ìg4! is the key fol-
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low-up. The knight re-routes itself to e5 and prepares ideas with ...Íg4.  

13 d5  

Closing the position, but gaining some useful pressure in the centre.  

13...Ìf8  

Insisting on obtaining a typical Risky Lion set-up.  

14 b4  

14 Ìe1! would have been clever, stopping any nasty pins with ...Íg4. 

14...a6  

Trying to hold up White’s play on the queenside, but 14...Íg4!? was much more sensi-

ble, creating a tricky pin. 

15 Íe3 Íg4  

A nice pin that the move g3 has made even stronger. We really have a race situation 

here, with White pushing on the queenside and Black on the kingside. Who will prevail?  

16 h3!?  

A drastic way to break the pin. 16 a5 made a lot more sense, but the position is not 

without danger for White: 16...Ìg6! (standard stuff, but now also setting up sacrificial 

ideas on f4 and sometimes even h4) 17 Íb6 Ëc8 18 Ëd3 when Black can now even play 

18...0-0!?, with ...Êh7, ...Îg8 and some sacrifice like ...Ìf4 to come. The position certainly 

seems very dangerous for White. 

16...Íxh3  

OK, thanks! 

17 dxc6 bxc6 18 b5!  

W________W 
[rDWDkhW4] 
[DW1WgpDW] 
[pDp0WhW0] 
[DPDW0W0W] 
[PDBDPDWD] 
[DWHWGN)b] 
[WDPDQ)WD] 
[$WDRDWIW] 
W--------W 

White cannot hang around anymore. 

18...Ìg6  

18...Íg4 was possibly even stronger.  

19 bxc6 Ëxc6 20 Ìd5 0-0!?  

Relying 100% on a kingside attack.  
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20...Ìxe4!? was playable, but I did not want to defend. That I might have ended up do-

ing after 21 Ëd3 Ìc3!? 22 Ìxc3! Îc8 (22...Ëxf3? fails to 23 Íd5) 23 Íxa6 Ëxf3 24 Ëe4 

when White is better.  

21 Ìxf6+ Íxf6 22 Íd5 Ëd7 23 Ìd2?!  

23 Íxa8 Îxa8 24 Ìd2? Îc8 certainly supplies some compensation for Black, with ...Ìf4 

always looming. 

23...Îab8  

Well, if you do not want my rook...  

24 Ìc4 Êh7!?  

Very ambitious. My aim? Simple! I just wanted to go ...Îg8, sacrifice and checkmate.  

25 Ìb6 Îxb6!?  

Gaining time to attack. I’m going all in now.  

26 Íxb6 Îg8  

W________W 
[WDWDWDrD] 
[DWDqDpDk] 
[pGW0Wgn0] 
[DWDB0W0W] 
[PDWDPDWD] 
[DWDWDW)b] 
[WDPDQ)WD] 
[$WDRDWIW] 
W--------W 

Indeed, I must now checkmate or lose. 

27 Íe3 Ìh4!?  

Crazy stuff. 

27...Ìf4 was the other option, and if 28 Íxf4 (28 gxf4? gxf4+ 29 Êh2 Îg2+ 30 Êh1 

Íg4! would be winning for Black) 28...exf4 29 Îab1 fxg3 30 fxg3 Íg4.  

28 f3  

28 Ëh5! was the best defence, but it is not easy finding the way through an impending 

storm. After 28...Îg7 29 f3 (29...Íg4 was a big threat) 29...Ìg2!? 30 Íd2 Ìf4 31 Íxf4! gxf4 

32 g4 White has successfully defended and reached a winning position. 

However, 28 gxh4? was not a good idea due to 28...gxh4+ 29 Êh2 Íg2.  

28...Íg2?  

Too much and simply 28...g4! was just very unclear: for example, 29 f4 exf4 30 Íxf4 

Ìf3+ 31 Êh1 Íxa1 32 Îxa1 Ëc7.  

29 gxh4 Ëh3 30 Íxf7  
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30 Ëxg2! was simpler, as Black is running out of pieces: 30...gxh4 31 Ëxg8+ Êxg8 32 

Îd2 Ëxf3 33 Îg2+ Êh7 34 Íb6 h3 35 Îf2 and White is winning.  

30...Îg7 

W________W 
[WDWDWDWD] 
[DWDWDB4k] 
[pDW0WgW0] 
[DWDW0W0W] 
[PDWDPDW)] 
[DWDWGPDq] 
[WDPDQDbD] 
[$WDRDWIW] 
W--------W 

31 h5??  

In an extremely complicated position, White goes wrong. 31 Íe6! was the winning 

move, distracting my queen from the attack. After 31...Ëxe6 32 Êxg2 gxh4+ 33 Êh2 Îg3 

the key defensive move is 34 Ëf1, which is easy to miss in advance. 

31...Íxf3  

All of a sudden, Black is better. 

32 Íg6+ Îxg6 33 hxg6+ Êxg6 34 Ëh2 Ëg4+ 35 Êf1 Íxd1 36 Ëg2 Ëxg2+ 37 Êxg2 Íxc2 

38 Êf3 h5 0-1 

 
 

 
Game 18 

A.David-S.Williams 
French Team Championship 2013 

 
 

1 e4 d6 2 d4 Ìf6 3 Ìc3 Ìbd7 4 Ìf3 e5 5 Íc4 Íe7 6 0-0 c6 7 a4 Ëc7 8 Îe1 h6 9 b3  

As we saw back in Game 14, 9 a5 Ìf8 10 h3 g5 11 d5 g4 12 hxg4 Íxg4 was Karpov-

Jansen, Rotterdam (simul) 1976. 

9...Ìf8  

I prefer playing this manoeuvre first here as it does not commit us to playing ...g5. 

Instead, 9...g5 10 Íb2 just looks too risky with very dangerous sacrifices imminent on 

e5, but 9...0-0! looks best against these b3 plans as Black can play ...Îe8, ...Ìf8, ...Ìg6 and 

...Ìf4. This plan becomes stronger when White’s dark-squared bishop moves off the c1-h6 

diagonal. 

10 Ìh4!  
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W________W 
[rDbDkhW4] 
[0p1Wgp0W] 
[WDp0WhW0] 
[DWDW0WDW] 
[PDB)PDWH] 
[DPHWDWDW] 
[WDPDW)P)] 
[$WGQ$WIW] 
W--------W 

A number of strong players have played this move against me in reply to ...Ìf8.  

There’s also 10 Íb2, which sets up a nasty trick: 10...g5? (10...Ìg6! is correct) 11 dxe5 

dxe5 12 Ìxe5! – very much one to avoid as we saw in the last chapter. 

10...g6  

Maybe there’s 10...Ìe6!?, but then White can push forwards with 11 dxe5 (not 11 d5 

Ìd4) 11...dxe5 12 Ìf5 Íb4 13 Ëf3 Ìd4 14 Ìxd4 exd4 15 e5!. 

11 d5 Ì6h7 12 Ìf3 Ìg5?!  

12...g5! is much more in the spirit of the opening, and if 13 a5 Ìg6 14 Íd3 (or 14 a6?! 

b5!) 14...Ìf6 15 a6 cxd5 16 Ìxd5 Ìxd5 17 axb7 Íxb7 18 exd5 Ìf4 with a complex posi-

tion. 

13 Ìd2 h5 14 Íe2 f5?! 15 exf5 Íxf5 16 Ìc4 Ìfh7 17 Íd3 0-0 18 Íxf5 Îxf5 19 dxc6 

W________W 
[rDWDWDkD] 
[0p1WgWDn] 
[WDP0WDpD] 
[DWDW0rhp] 
[PDNDWDWD] 
[DPHWDWDW] 
[WDPDW)P)] 
[$WGQ$WIW] 
W--------W 

19...Ëxc6  

It’s all gone wrong for Black in view of 19...bxc6 20 Ìd5!.  
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20 Ìd5 Íf8 21 Ìce3 Îf7 22 Ëd3 e4 23 Ëc4 Îc8 24 Íb2 Ëd7 25 Ëe2 Íg7 26 Íxg7 Êxg7 

27 h4 Ìf3+ 28 gxf3 exf3 29 Ëf1 Îe8 30 Ëb5 Ëc8 31 Ëxe8 Ëxe8 32 Ìf5+ Îxf5 33 Îxe8 

Îxd5 34 Îae1 Êf6 35 Î1e7 Ìf8 36 Îe3 1-0 

 
 

 
Game 19 

P.Koykka-P.Ponkratov 
European Club Cup, Plovdiv 2010 

 
 

1 e4 d6 2 d4 Ìf6 3 Ìc3 e5 4 Ìf3 Ìbd7 5 Íc4 Íe7 6 0-0 c6 7 a4 Ëc7 8 a5  

White could also have played 8 Îe1 followed by 9 a5. 

8...0-0  

The Tame Lion, a choice perhaps made easier as White has not committed to playing h3 

yet.  

9 Îe1  

Another typical position. Now clearly 9...b6 or 9...b5 would both be mistakes, as they 

would be met by White capturing en passant and due to the pin down the a-file, Black 

would be unable to recapture with his a-pawn. What to do, you may ask? Well, hopefully 

even if you have not seen this position before, you can work out my recommendation. 

Need I remind you that I feel a consistent approach to opening plans is highly beneficial, 

particularly for players looking to adopt new openings.  

9...Îb8  

W________W 
[W4bDW4kD] 
[0p1ngp0p] 
[WDp0WhWD] 
[)WDW0WDW] 
[WDB)PDWD] 
[DWHWDNDW] 
[W)PDW)P)] 
[$WGQ$WIW] 
W--------W 

Hopefully, you guessed this move. Black has no intention of allowing White’s a-pawn to 

prevent his plan of queenside expansion. The rook removes itself from the potential pin 

down the a-file and supports the b-pawn’s advance. Now if White captures the b-pawn, 

Black will recapture with the a-pawn to maintain his structure and support further pawn 

advances. Note that recapturing with the rook to claim a half-open file would not cause 
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White concerns as the pawn on b2 is defended and can always advance to b3 if required.  

10 h3 b5  

Black has actually found a way to take advantage of a5 by making the b-pawn two-

square thrust in one go. This would not be possible if White had the pawn on a4, which, as 

we’ve seen, requires Black to prepare this advance with ...b6, ...a6 and only then ...b5.  

11 axb6 axb6  

By far and away the best recapture.  

12 b3 b5  

Black continues in line with our plan, expanding on the queenside and pushing White’s 

bishop back to a less dangerous square.  

13 Íf1 Îe8  

Having made progress on the queenside, only now does Black focus on improving his 

pieces and turning his attention to the centre.  

14 Íg5 h6 15 Íh4 Íb7  

The natural square for the bishop, eyeing up White’s centre.  

16 Ëd2 Ìf8  

W________W 
[W4WDrhkD] 
[Db1Wgp0W] 
[WDp0WhW0] 
[DpDW0WDW] 
[WDW)PDWG] 
[DPHWDNDP] 
[WDP!W)PD] 
[$WDW$BIW] 
W--------W 

A classic Lion manoeuvre and a well-timed one here. The white bishop on h4 is targeted. 

I really do like how from a seemingly defensive position, Black’s pieces spring to life. There 

are so many games Black wins which are not just logical, but deceptively strong. Beware 

the Lion, even the tame version! 

17 Íg3 Ìg6 18 Ìh4?!  

White feels under pressure and does what many a player has done before: seeks ex-

changes to make life simpler. The search for ease and clarity will come at a heavy cost as 

White has removed a knight from the key defensive f3-square. Black immediately seizes 

the chance to attack the white centre with devastating effect.  

18...Ìxh4 19 Íxh4 b4 20 Ìa4 exd4  

A similar approach to the last game. Black has beautiful coordination, whereas two out 
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of three White’s minor pieces occupy squares on the side of the board.  

21 Ëxd4 c5 22 Ëd3 Ìxe4! 

W________W 
[W4WDrDkD] 
[Db1Wgp0W] 
[WDW0WDW0] 
[DW0WDWDW] 
[N0WDnDWG] 
[DPDQDWDP] 
[WDPDW)PD] 
[$WDW$BIW] 
W--------W 

23 Íxe7  

23 Îxe4? Íxe4 24 Ëxe4 Íf6 wins material due to the discovered attack on the white 

queen. 

23...Îxe7 24 Îad1 d5 

Black is a pawn to the good and in complete control.  

25 Íe2 Íc6 26 Íf3 Íxa4 27 bxa4 Ìc3 0-1 

Once again, it may seem too early to throw in the towel, but the Lion has demoralised 

another victim. I will just show a few moves that could have happened, in case people need 

convincing of Black’s overwhelming advantage: 28 Îa1 c4 29 Ëd2 Îxe1+ 30 Îxe1 Îd8 31 

Îa1 Ëa5 32 h4 d4 33 g3 b3 and the queenside pawns will prove decisive. 

 

Theory of the Risky Lion Against the Standard Set-up 

 

1 e4 d6 2 d4 Ìf6 3 Ìc3 Ìbd7 4 Ìf3 e5 5 Íc4  

Clearly the best square for the bishop.  

5...Íe7 6 0-0 c6 7 a4  

White should stop Black from gaining useful space with ...b5.  

7...Ëc7  
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W________W 
[rDbDkDW4] 
[0p1ngp0p] 
[WDp0WhWD] 
[DWDW0WDW] 
[PDB)PDWD] 
[DWHWDNDW] 
[W)PDW)P)] 
[$WGQDRIW] 
W--------W 

This is the position that you will most likely find yourself in when playing the Black Lion. 

For that reason, it is a very important one and a position that we need to study in some 

depth. I have looked at a lot of lines in this part of the course, to give us a good feeling as to 

what you should be playing. In this section, Black is going to try and play ...g5 in all situa-

tions, whereas in our next section we’ll see Black preferring a Tame Lion approach without 

...g5. 

8 Îe1  

The main line. White sensibly overprotects e4 and lines up against the black king. He 

has a great number of alternatives, not least: 

a) 8 h3 is the second most important move and one that is often played by White. How-

ever, we now have a ‘hook’ to attack with our g-pawn.  

W________W 
[rDbDkDW4] 
[0p1ngp0p] 
[WDp0WhWD] 
[DWDW0WDW] 
[PDB)PDWD] 
[DWHWDNDP] 
[W)PDW)PD] 
[$WGQDRIW] 
W--------W 

This is my personal rule with the Risky Lion: in these mainline positions, once h3 has 

been played we go full steam ahead with ...g5-g4. However, if h3 hasn’t been played, then 
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more care is needed. After 8...h6 we have a further parting of the ways: 

a1) 9 Îe1 might even be see as the main line. I now recommend 9...g5 (there’s also 

9...Ìf8!? 10 Ìh4 g6 and after 11 Ìf3?! g5! 12 b3 Ìg6 13 Ía3? g4 14 hxg4 Íxg4 I had 

taken over on the kingside in Faizrakhmanov-Williams, Internet (blitz) 2022, but after the 

calm 11 a5! it’s not so easy for Black to advance) when 10 Ìh2 seems quite logical.  

W________W 
[rDbDkDW4] 
[0p1ngpDW] 
[WDp0WhW0] 
[DWDW0W0W] 
[PDB)PDWD] 
[DWHWDWDP] 
[W)PDW)PH] 
[$WGQ$WIW] 
W--------W 

I often face this move online. Black now has quite a unique way of playing: 10...exd4!? 

(of course Black can continue in normal fashion with 10...Ìf8, but the central exchange 

works well now that the white knight cannot recapture on d4) 11 Ëxd4 Ìe5 (the point of 

Black’s play is to embarrass the knight on h2) 12 Íe2 (the bishop comes back to defend 

against ...g4, which must be the best try for White) 12...Îg8. This insists on ...g4, with a very 

interesting position ahead. It seems clear to me that Black has great practical chances on 

the kingside. This, like many other lines in this book, has never been seen before, but let’s 

take a look at some likely moves here: 13 a5 g4! (of course!) 14 hxg4 (14 h4 doesn’t keep 

things closed due to 14...g3!) 14...Ìfxg4 when Black is having a lot of fun. Some ideas to 

consider are ...Íf6, ...h5, ...Íe6 and ...0-0-0. In short, it’s a messy, double-edged position 

which is just what any Risky Lion player wants.  

Here 12 Ía2 is another option, but this feels wrong as the bishop has now deserted 

White’s kingside. Black has the makings for a great attack after 12...Îg8! with ...g4 to fol-

low. 
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W________W 
[rDbDkDrD] 
[0p1WgpDW] 
[WDp0WhW0] 
[DWDWhW0W] 
[PDW!PDWD] 
[DWHWDWDP] 
[B)PDW)PH] 
[$WGW$WIW] 
W--------W 

White has a number of moves here, but let’s see what happens if he continues with 

normal development: 13 Íe3?! (oblivious to Black’s plan, which is pretty strong; a defen-

sive move such as 13 Îe3 was better, but Black would still be doing fine) 13...g4! (with a big 

attack and advantage for Black) 14 hxg4 Ìfxg4 15 f4 Íf6! is a lovely move and suddenly 

White is in real trouble. The tactics are working in Black’s favour. 

a2) 9 Ëe2 aims to occupy the d-file with Îd1 and sometimes send the queen to c4. After 

9...g5 (9...Ìf8!? 10 Íe3 g5 is similar and 11 dxe5 dxe5 12 a5 Ìg6 13 Ìd2 Ìf4 14 Íxf4 gxf4 

15 Êh2 Îg8 left me looking to castle long and double on the g-file in Guliev-Williams, 

Internet (blitz) 2020) 10 Îd1 Ìf8! the knight heads over in the normal way and Black aims 

to play ...g4 and ...Íxg4 in some situations.  

W________W 
[rDbDkhW4] 
[0p1WgpDW] 
[WDp0WhW0] 
[DWDW0W0W] 
[PDB)PDWD] 
[DWHWDNDP] 
[W)PDQ)PD] 
[$WGRDWIW] 
W--------W 

Here 11 dxe5 was played in a Prasad-Asylguzhin game from 1999, which ended in a 

shock rating win for Black after 11...dxe5 12 Ìh2 (standard, and now that White has ex-

changed on e5, Black can no longer play the thematic idea ...exd4 followed up with ...Ìe5, 
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...Îg8 and ...g4) 12...Ìg6 13 Ìg4?! (a normal but bad response by White; other moves 

though would have allowed ...Ìf4 when Black has the initiative) 13...Íxg4! (this is often 

the best way for Black to meet Ìg4) 14 hxg4 Ìf4 15 Ëf3 h5! (very thematic; Black has the 

advantage and a big attack on the kingside) 16 gxh5 (otherwise White would simply lose 

this pawn) 16...g4 17 Ëg3 Îxh5. Black now went on to win with the very convincing plan of 

...Íd6, preparing the crushing ...0-0-0 and ...Îh8. 

As we’ve also seen before, 11 Ìh2 Ìg6 12 Ëf3 was preferred in Vyparina-Rahl, Slova-

kian League 2002. Black now played 12...Ìf4 which was OK, but let’s not forget our other 

plan: 12...exd4! (as a rule: this works well when White has a knight on h2 and Black can 

continue with ...Ìe5 and ...Îg8) 13 Îxd4 Ìe5 14 Ëe2 Îg8. Black is ready to play ...g4 with 

an advantage and big attack. 

a3) 9 Íe3 reveals why White often plays h3, to allow Íe3 without worrying about 

...Ìg4. Here I am suggesting 9...g5 instead of 9...Ìf8.  

W________W 
[rDbDkDW4] 
[0p1ngpDW] 
[WDp0WhW0] 
[DWDW0W0W] 
[PDB)PDWD] 
[DWHWGNDP] 
[W)PDW)PD] 
[$WDQDRIW] 
W--------W 

The push is more to the point and gives us more options compared to 9...Ìf8. We 

might, for instance, do without the manoeuvre ...Ìf8 and save some tempi by immediately 

playing ...g5-g4. There is now a further divide: 

a31) 10 Îe1 is a crafty waiting move and this position can be reached via a number of 

different move orders. Black should now play 10...g4!, which gives him a very good game: 

11 hxg4 Ìxg4 (the knight finds a dynamic square) 12 a5. The following piece of analysis is 

Leela on the case, looking at some 900,000 positions... It came to the conclusion that Black 

is fine after 12...Ìxe3 (it may look a bit strange exchanging off our strong knight, but the 

attack continues) 13 Îxe3 h5, but this is where Stockfish and Leela differ.  

 
 

 
 




