














Foreword 

The game of chess as we know it today (some of the rules changed in the 15th 

century) is almost 600 years old and has undergone enormous developments dur­

ing this time. lt is a long way from the simple, flawed game of that time to the 

grandmasterly game, or even perfect computer chess of today. 

But all the many elements of the game - the tactical motifs, endgame techniques 

and strategy - first had to be seen, understood and passed on by someone. Much 

of what even low-ranking players know today was found or developed by talented 

players and experts and helped to refine the game. The saying "we stand on the 

shoulders of giants" applies here in full. 

This book takes the reader on a journey through time, starting with the Arabian 

chess of more than a thousand years ago, through the Middle Ages, to one of the 

greatest players of modern times - none other than Bobby Fischer. 

You will see that the development of the game is like that of the human being who 

evolves and masters it better and bette r. From simple, error-prone or trap-oriented 

play with an advance calculation of 1 - 2 moves, to longer calculation and deeper 

insight. And, if you are not yet a very experienced player, reading this book will also 

help your development as a chess player, giving you new ideas and experiences. 

Even experienced players will certainly see many new and amazing things, as the 

history of the game has many highlights. 

With this in mind, your author wishes you a lot of fun with chess and good enter­

tainment with this book 

Heinz Brunthaler, 2024 
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